IV.

THE HANSA  LOSES  ITS  COLONIES.

THE prominence which we have had to accord to
the history of Lubeck in the preceding; chapters
would almost make it appear as though we were
dealing with the adverse fortunes of only one town,
of a town moreover that was fighting mainly for its
private and special interests and that succumbed in
the combat But this conception would be wholly
erroneous. In those days the German Empire had
no maritime commerce save that carried on by the
Hansa ; this commerce had no protection save that
afforded to it by the League. The League was only
powerful so long as Liibcck with a firm hand and
high spirit held together its various members and
led and encouraged their more feeble and often vacil-
lating steps. For there were few among the cities
that heartily supported the Queen of the Hansa in
these latter days. At the cost of great and real
sacrifices she insisted that the prerogatives of the
League should be maintained, and if in return she
also asked for some privileges for herself, this can
scarcely excite wonder. It is therefore obvious that
the declining power of Liibcck necessarily brought
with it an enfeeblement of the whole federation.